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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  the 

ROMSEY  &  STOCKBRIDGE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Romsey  and  Stockhridge  Rural 

District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1954.  It  is  prepared  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

Rodent  Officer 
Clerk  - 


A.  C.  MACKENZIE, 
M.D.,  D.P.H. 

H.  G.  SMITH, 

CERT.  S.I.B.,  A.R.S.I., 
M.S.I.A. 

D.  G.  ANDREWS, 
CERT.  S.I.B.,  A.R.S.E 

G.  RAWLINS. 

Mrs.  P.  FOXCROFT. 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OF  THE  AREA. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  (Acres)  ... 

Population  (as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General) 
Rateable  Value  (1.4.1954)  .... 

Product  of  each  penny  of  General  Rate  (1.4.1954) 
Number  of  Council  Houses  Built  (before  1939) 

„  (after  1944) 

82,606 
24,430 
£111 ,281 
£465.96 
422 

386 

T  otal 

808 

Number  of  Council  Houses  completed  during  1954 
Total  number  of  inhabited  houses,  31.3.55 

28 

5,712 

Summary  oi  Vital  Statistics  tor  the  year  1954,  as  supplied  by 

the  Registrar  General. 


Total 

Male 

F  emale 

Live  Births — 

Total  Registered 

422 

199 

223 

Legitimate  .... 

395 

187 

208 

Illegitimate  .... 

27 

l 

2 

15 

Still  Births— 

Total  Registered 

13 

9 

4 

Legitimate  .... 

12 

8 

4. 

Illegitimate  .... 

1 

1 

0 

Deaths — ■ 

Total  Registered 

222 

110 

112 

Maternal  Mortality — 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

0 

o 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

0 

0 

Infant  Mortality — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

Total  Registered 

1.0 

2 

8 

Legitimate  .... 

9 

2 

7 

Illegitimate  .... 

1 

0 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  : — 

Total  Registered 

8 

1 

7 

Legitimate  .... 

8 

1 

7 

Illegitimate  .... 

0 

0 

0 

Comparative  Statistics 

where  available 

- - - - - 

Romsey  and 

England 

Stockbridge 

and 

Rural  District 

Wales 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 

18-1 

15-2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

30-0 

24-0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .... 

8-14 

11-3 

Death  of  infants  under  1  year  : — ■ 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  .... 

237 

25-5 

Comparability  Factors 


Births — 1  -10 


Deaths — 0-97 


Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  1954. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

1 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms)  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease 

0 

2 

2 

Diphtheria... 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .... 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Infectious  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

3 

4 

,,  ,,  Lung  and  Bronchus 

4 

1 

5 

,,  ,,  Breast  .... 

0 

5 

5 

,,  ,,  Uterus  ... 

— 

1 

I 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

8 

11 

19 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

I 

0 

1 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  .... 

12 

16 

28 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

18 

11 

29 

Flypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

2 

4 

Other  heart  diseases 

10 

19 

29 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

7 

7 

14 

Influenza  .... 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

4 

6 

10 

Bronchitis 

6 

1 

7 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0 

1 

1 

Ulcers  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

2 

6 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

I 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

0 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

— 

3 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

— 

0 

0 

Congenital  Malformations 

0 

3 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .... 

II 

13 

24 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

6 

2 

8 

All  other  Accidents  .... 

5 

4 

9 

Suicide 

2 

0 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

o 

0 

TOTAL  ....  ....  | 

110 

112 

222 

Comments  of  the  Vital  Statistics. 

The  predominantly  Urban  Parish  of  Millbrook  was  transferred 
to  the  County  Borough  of  Southampton  on  1st  April,  1954.  The 
population  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  consisted  of  24,430  Romsey 
and  Stockbridge  excluding  Millbrook,  plus  7,760,  the  population  of 
Millbrook.  For  the  second,  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year  the 
population  was  24,430. 


Comparative  statistics  have  been  assessed  bearing  this  loss  of 
population  in  mind  and  except  for  a  rise  in  the  still-birth  rate  little 
difference  is  to  be  noticed  from  the  figures  of  previous  years. 

Diseases  of  middle  and  old  age  figure  largely  in  the  table  of 
causes  of  death.  A  decline  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  coronary 
diseases  and  angina,  36  in  1953  to  19  in  1954  and  of  “other  heart 
diseases'’  45  to  29,  while  deaths  due  to  vascular  diseases  of  the  nervous 
system  remain  steady  at  28  may  be  of  significance  when  considered 
with  the  loss  above  mentioned. 

The  absence  of  deaths  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  for  a 
fifth  year  is  noted  and  due  credit  must  be  given  to  the  General  Medical 
Practitioner’s  Service,  the  District  Nurses  and  the  Hospital  Service  of 
the  Area. 


SECTION  B . — GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES. 

1. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Borough  of  Romsey  and  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  of  the  Hampshire 
County  Council.  This  combined  appointment  helps  to  co-ordinate 
the  medical  services  supplied  by  the  County  Council  as  the  local 
health  authority  in  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  with  the  services  supplied  by  the  District  Council. 

2. 

The  County  Council  supply  the  following  services  : — 

(a)  Ambulance  Service. 

Ambulances  are  stationed  at  Romsey  (1)  and  Broughton 
(1)  and  controlled  from  the  County  Council  Offices  at  Win¬ 
chester.  Additional  ambulances  can  be  sent  to  the  District 
from  the  depot  at  Winchester. 

( b )  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

District  nurses  are  responsible  for  domiciliary  midwifery 
and  home  nursing.  They  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  County 
Council  Health  Visitors,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  General  Practitioners  of  their  areas.  No  nursing  arrange¬ 
ment  or  contribution  is  made  by  the  District  Council,  but 
nine  members  represent  the  Council  on  the  District  Health 
sub-Committee  of  the  County  Council. 
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District  Nurses  : — 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Beauchamp,  Carew  Cottage,  Dunbridge. 

Mrs.  I.  I.  Booth,  Nurse’s  Cottage,  West  Wellow. 

Miss  I.  C.  Clarke,  1,  Manor  Road,  East  Tytherley. 

Miss  P.  R.  Cork,  8,  Winfrith  Way,  Nursling. 

Miss  K.  S.  M.  Gould,  74,  Chambers  Avenue,  Romsey. 

Miss  P.  Laidler,  22,  Plough  Gardens,  Broughton. 

Miss  M.  Neal,  2,  New  Road,  Middle  Wallop. 

Miss  M.  F.  Payne,  74,  Chambers  Avenue,  Romsey. 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Sheppard,  32,  Eldon  Road,  King’s  Somborne. 

Health  Visitors  : — 

Miss  M.  L.  Collins,  H.C.C.  Health  Centre,  Junction  Road, 
Andover. 

Mrs.  M.  Pointer,  “Bryn-Coed,”  Newtown  Road,  Awbridge. 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Ward,  Flat  2,  Harefield  House,  Mile  Hill,  Romsey. 
Mrs.  C.  E.  Watts,  41,  Newlands  Avenue,  Southampton. 

Mrs.  Whitehorn,  Sandle  Heath,  New  Road,  Ashurst. 

Miss  D.  D.  Woodcock,  48,  Ashfield  Road,  Andover. 


(c)  Child  Welfare  Services. 

The  County  Council  employ  Health  Visitors,  who  visit 
children  from  the  age  of  two  weeks,  when  they  pass  from  the 
care  of  the  District  Nurse,  until  the  age  of  five  years,  when 
the  child  enters  school. 


In  addition,  the  County  Council  hold  child  welfare 
clinics  in  this  district  as  indicated  : — - 


Braishfield 

Broughton 

Houghton 

King’s  Somborne 

Lockerley 

Leckford 

#Maybush 

Mottisfont 

North  Baddesley 

Nursling 

Over  Wallop 

Romsey 

Stockbridge 

Wellow 

West  Tytherley 


2nd  and  4th  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  Monday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 
1st  and  3rd  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2  p.m. 
Every  Thursday  at  10  a.m.  and  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Friday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  2.30  p.m. 


^(Transferred  to  Southampton  County  Borough  1.4.54) 
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The  child  welfare  clinics  are  staffed  by  Health  Visitors, 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  Voluntary  Helpers. 
The  District  Nurses  generally  attend  these  clinics. 

(d)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children . 

Ante-natal  supervision  and  dental  care  are  provided  for 
mothers  and  dental  care  is  provided  for  children  up  to  the 
age  of  five. 

(e)  Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  provided  for  mothers  confined  at  home, 
for  those  in  charge  of  the  elderly,  the  chronic  sick,  etc. 

The  District  Nursing  Sub-Committee  receive  reports. 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation . 

See  Section  “F”  of  this  report — Infectious  Diseases 
Prophylaxis. 

(g)  Prevention  of  Illness ,  care  and  after  care . 

These  services  are  part  of  the  duties  of  health  visitors  and 
district  nurses. 

,‘h  Hospital  Services. 

The  South  West  Regional  Hospital  Board  supply  general  maternity 
and  infectious  diseases  (including  tuberculosis  and  small-pox)  hospital 
services  for  this  area. 

Orthopaedic  Cases — Children  in  this  area  attend  clinics  run  by 
the  staff  of  the  Lord  Mayor  Treloar’s  Cripples  Hospital,  Alton,  at 
Eastleigh,  Andover,  Totton,  Southampton,  Salisbury  and  Winchester. 
Physiotherapy  is  given  at  a  clinic  in  Romsey. 

4.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Emergency  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Winchester,  the  M.R.C.  Laboratory,  Southampton  and 
the  Pathology  Department,  Salisbury  General  Infirmary. 

SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

1 .  Water  Supply . 

(i)  (a)  Sixty-four  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 

logical  examination  and  five  for  chemical  analysis. 

Of  the  bacteriological  samples  taken,  forty-nine  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  and  fifteen  unsatisfactory. 

One  sample  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  was  found 
to  be  polluted  by  petroleum  spirit. 


( b )  The  excessive  rainfall  daring  the  year  was  responsible 
for  many  shallow  wells  previously  giving  a  reasonable  standard 
of  purity  becoming  polluted.  The  presence  of  petroleum 
spirit  in  a  shallow  well  is  attributed  to  an  unusual  rise  in  the 
water  table  and  the  absorption  of  spilled  spirit  from  a  nearby 
garage.  The  contamination  has  since  dispersed. 

(ii)  The  Southampton  Corporation  are  Statutory  Water  Under¬ 
takers  for  nine  Parishes  in  the  Southern  part  of  this  Rural 
District  and  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company  supply 
water  to  the  parishes  of  Melchet  Park  and  Plaitford  and 
Wellow. 

Pipelaying  in  connection  with  the  Council’s  Northern 
area  Scheme  was  commenced  during  the  year.  Three 
thousand  yards  of  10"  main  were  laid  in  the  Parishes  of 
Broughton  and  East  Tytherley  and  950  yards  of  6",  1,600 
yards  of  4"  and  80  yards  of  3"  in  the  Tote  Hill  area  of  the 
Parish  of  Sherfield  English. 

This  scheme  to  pipe  water  to  those  parishes  without  a 
piped  supply  has  been  commenced.  Two  boreholes  have  been 
sunk  in  a  field  on  the  West  side  of  the  Wallop  road  in  the 
Parish  of  Broughton.  Three  reservoirs  are  to  be  constructed 
at  Broughton  Hill,  Gambledown  Farm  and  Chattis  Hill. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Analyst’s  report  on  water 
taken  from  the  boreholes  : — 

CHEMICAL  RE  SUL  TS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION. 

Appearance  Slight  opalescene  with  a  few  mineral  particles. 

Becomes  bright  with  a  slight  deposit  consisting 
of  chalk  particles  after  prolonged  standing. 


Turbidity.  3 


Colour  Filtered  : 

Nil 

Odour 

Nil 

pH 

7.4 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

13 

Electric  Conductivity 

405 

Total  Solids 

270 

Chlorine  Present  as 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Chloride 

11 

Carbonate 

185 

Hardness  :  Total  225 

Carbonate  185  Non-carbonate 

40 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

5.0 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

Less  than  0.01 

Ammonical  Nitrogen 

0.000 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

0.20 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.000 

Residual  Chlorine 

Metals  Iron  :  Less  than  0.03,  other  metals  absent. 
Fluorine  Nik 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS. 


Number  of  Colonies 
developing  on  Agar 


Presumptive  Coli- 
aerogenes  Reaction 

Bact.  colo  (Type  I) 

Cl.  welchii  reaction 


1  day  at  37  °C.- 
Y  2  days  at  37  °C. 
J  3  days  at  20  °C. 


-0  per  ml. 
-0  per  ml. 
-3  per  ml. 


\ 

/ 


Present 

in 


Absent 

from 


Probable 

No. 


-  ml.  100  ml.  0  per  10  ml. 

-  ml.  100  ml.  0  per  10  ml. 

-  ml.  100  ml. 


This  sample  is  only  slightly  opalescent  in  appearance, 
with  a  small  amount  of  finely  divided  chalk  in  suspension. 

The  water  is  neutral  and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from 
a  negligible  trace  of  iron.  It  is  hard  in  character  but  its 
hardness  and  its  contents  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents 
in  solution  are  not  excessive.  Its  organic  quality  and  bacterial 
purity  are  of  a  high  standard. 

These  are  very  satisfactory  results  for  a  new  borehole, 
indicative  of  a  water  which  is  pure  and  wholesome  in  character 
and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes.  Unfortunately 
Fluorine  is  entirely  absent. 

(iii)  No  cases  of  contamination  by  lead  were  encountered  during 
the  year. 


(iv)  Informal  action  resulted  in  several  properties  being  afforded 
a  mains  supply  during  the  course  of  the  year. 


(v)  The  number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  public  water  mains 
is  as  follows  : — 


Parish 

Est.  Number 
of  Houses. 

Est.  Population 
Supplied 

Ampfield 

277 

1256 

Chilworth  .... 

198 

807 

Michelmersh  and  Braishfield  .... 

248 

817 

North  Baddesley 

429 

1929 

Nursling  and  Rownhams 

502 

1671 

Romsey  Extra 

191 

642 

Sherfield  English 

118 

432 

Frenchmoor 

9 

36 

Wellow 

243 

744 

(vi)  The  following  extensions  of  water-mains  were  completed 
during  the  year  : — 


Length  in 

Diameter  Main 

Parish 

Yards 

in  Inches 

Mottisfont 

8 

4" 

North  Baddesley 

80 

4" 

Sherfield  English 

142 

4" 

2.  Sewerage. 

No  new  lengths  of  public  sewer  were  laid  during  the  year. 

The  North  Baddesley  sewer  will  be  commenced  early  in  the  new 
year  and  it  is  hoped  that  Ministerial  consent  for  the  Upton  Crescent 
scheme  will  be  obtained  shortly. 

3.  SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 


Parish 

Council  houses  erected 
during  the  year 

Houses  Bungalows 

Braishfield  .... 

8 

Chilworth  ... 

2 

Longstock  .... 

10 

Nether  Wallop 

6 

North  Baddesley 

2 

1 

TOTAL 

26  2 

(ii)  Sixty-three  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  during 
the  year. 


(iii)  Hutted  Carnps  under  Control  of  Local  Authority  : — 


Number  of  Huts 
occupied  at  the 
end  of  the  year 

Number  of  Huts 
Demolished 

Estimated  Number 
of  persons 
in  occupation 

160 

45 

640 

(iv)  Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  are  thirty-two  moveable  dwellings  with  licences  and 
fifteen  licenced  sites,  providing  accommodation  for  one  hundred 
and  forty  seven  caravans. 
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The  licenced  sites  are  satisfactory,  the  owners  accept  only 
the  best  type  of  caravans.  All  are  well  maintained  and  have 
adequate  sanitary  accommodation  and  water  supply. 

A  very  high  percentage  of  the  moveable  dwellings  with 
individual  licences  are  satisfactory. 

Fines  were  imposed  on  two  caravan  dwellers,  for  stationing 
and  using  caravans  without  obtaining  a  licence  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

4.  Public  Cleansing . 

(a)  A  bi-monthly  collection  of  refuse  was  commenced  in  April  when 
the  Parish  of  Millbrook  was  taken  over  by  the  County  Borough  of 
Southampton. 

In  February  Belbins  disposal  site  was  sealed  and  the  new  tip  at 
Casbrook  Common  was  brought  into  use.  This  has  an  area  of  some 
nine  acres,  being  a  disused  sand  pit.  Covering  material  is  available 
and  the  money  spent  thereon  has  been  considerably  reduced.  The 
new  site  is  well  removed  from  dwelling-houses. 

5.  SECTION  E. — FOOD. 

(i)  Meat . 

No  slaughterhouse  is  in  use  within  the  Rural  District.  Most  of 
the  home-killed  meat  is  obtained  from  the  large  Fareham  abattoir. 

(ii)  Condemned  Food . 

During  the  year  the  following  quantities  of  meat  were  found  to 
be  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

Imported  Beef  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  46  lbs- 

Imported  Lamb  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 J  lbs- 


Home  Killed  Beef 
Offal 

Home  Killed  Pork 


3  lbs- 
133  lbs- 
19  lbs. 


In  addition  the  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  : 


Fruit  Salad — 2  tins 
Salmon — 1  tin  .... 
Meat  Loaf — 1  tin 
Plums — 2  tins 


1  lb. 

2  lb.  ozs. 
2  pt.  equiva- 


15|  oz.  each 
15|  oz. 


Condensed  Milk — 4  tins 


lent 


Apricots— 8  tins 
Evaporated  Milk — 1  tin 


8  lbs. 
|  pint 


equivalent. 


Stewed  Steak— 8  tins 
Corned  Beef — 2  tins 


43  lbs. 
12  lbs. 


(iii)  Milk. 

During  the  year  fifty-three  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  at 
the  request  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Winchester,  for 
examination  for  myco  tuberculosis  and  for  ring  test  for  brucella  abortus. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  taken  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination.  All  proved  satisfactory.  Whilst  one  dairy 
pasteurising  milk  in  the  Parish  of  Millbrook  was  transferred  to  South¬ 
ampton  County  Borough  in  April,  another  became  operational  in  the 
Parish  of  North  Baddesley  in  November.  There  still  remain,  therefore, 
two  pasteurising  plants  in  the  District. 

Several  ‘bottle  rinses’  taken  during  the  year  proved  satisfactory. 


(iv)  Ice-Cream. 

Forty-seven  premises  are  now  Registered  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice- 
Cream.  This  is  a  decrease  of  nine  since  1953.  Fifty-one  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year  and  were  placed  in  the  following  Grades. 


Provisional  Grade  1 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


9 


3 

4 


36  samples. 


5 


7 

3 


y  y 
y  y 


In  one  instance,  several  poor  grade  samples  were  obtained  lrom 
an  ice-cream  manufactured  outside  the  Rural  District.  Investigations 
made  by  the  Authority  concerned  revealed  a  faulty  thermometer  to 
be  the  source  of  the  trouble. 


(v)  Food  Premises. 

Restaurants  and  hotel  kitchens  were  regularly  inspected  together 
with  other  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared,  exposed  or  offered  for 
sale.  Informal  Action  resulted  in  the  remedying  of  the  many  defects 
found  during  the  year. 

(vi)  Food-Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

No  outbreaks  of  food-poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year. 


(vii)  Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act ,  1938. 

Contravention  of  these  Byelaws  discovered  upon  routine  inspection 
of  food  premises  were  rectified  by  informal  action  in  every  case. 

6.  Factories 

(i)  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


PREMISES 

(1) 

Tl 

(2) 

No.  on 
Register 

(3) 

■ 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(T 

Xumber  o 

Notices 

Written 

(6) 

f 

Occup's 
Pros ’ted 

(0 

.  o 
-PZ 
o 

As 

(7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sec.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

1 

6 

7 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  .... 

2 

75 

51 

•> 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

3 

3 

TOTAL 

81 

58 

_ 

(ii)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were 

PARTICULARS 

o 

c 

T3 

CD 

'5 

_  .  S-, 

!  H  .  u 

■Csn'  O 

1  (— < 

<D  £ 

6 

oZ 

^  .£ 

o 

a 

CD 

* 

u  u  cu 

CL 

Q  ^  00 

£££ 

co  O 

o  -a 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(O 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(Sec.  1)  .... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  2).... 
Unreasonable  tempera- 

5 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

ture  (Sec.  3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

(Sec.  4)  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

floors  (Sec.  6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

(Sec.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

9 

— 

1 

- 

1 

9 

fective 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
out- work)  .... 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

TOTAL 

60 

— 

1 

— 

1 

60 

12 


(iii)  Four  outworkers  were  employed  in  the  District  in  the  making 
of  Wearing  Apparel. 


SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  year  are 
tabulated  below  : 


Notification  by  age-groups. 


Disease 

i 

Total 

1  Notified 

Under  1-yr. 

1-2  yrs. 

3-4  yrs. 

5-9  yrs. 

1 

i  10-14  yrs. 

i  15-44  yrs 

45-64  yrs. 

65  and  over 

Fatalities 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

_ 

3 

_ 

9 

2 

1 

_ 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

91 

2 

18 

23 

47 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  : 
Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

Measles 

25 

4 

1 

— 

18 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  .  . 

5 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

(10  not 

Diphtheria  .... 

notified 
Nil  for 
notified 
cases) 

Erysipelas  .... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

8 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Food  Poisoning 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

| 

1 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  declined  throughout  the  country  in  a 
spectacular  manner  when  prophylaxis  by  inoculation  became  general¬ 
ised.  A  similar  fall  in  the  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  should  be 
shown  when  inoculation  for  this  disease  becomes  generalised. 


13 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Respiratory 

Meninges 
&  C.N.S. 

Others 

Notifications  1954  : — 

Male 

14 

0 

3 

Female 

9 

0 

5 

Total  : 

23 

0 

8 

Respiratory 

Meninges 
&  C.N.S. 

Others 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Male 

1 

0 

1 

during  1954  : — 

Female 

1 

0 

0 

There  is  a  decline  in  the  number  of  fresh  cases  notified  and  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  PROPHYLAXIS. 


Diphtheria 

The  estimated  number  of  children  in  the  area  who  had  completed 
a  full  course  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  by  31st  December,  1954  was 
as  follows  : — 


Children  born  during  1954 

55 

,,  ,,  ,,  1953 

190 

,,  ,,  ,,  1952 

133 

1951 

205 

1950  . 

205 

,,  ,,  between  1945-1949 

953 

1940-1944 

520 

Three  hundred  and  ten  Booster  doses  were  given  during  the  year. 
Safety  from  an  epidemic  is  not  considered  likely  with  an  immunised 
percentage  of  children  under  14  of  less  than  75%.  The  percentage 
immunised  at  present  is  63%. 

Smallpox. 

The  percentage  of  babies  vaccinated  against  smallpox  is  39.3% 
and  the  attention  of  parents  is  constantly  being  drawn  to  the  danger 
of  this  disease  occuring  in  areas  adjacent  to  large  sea-ports  and  air¬ 
ports. 

Whooping  Cough. 

23.6%  of  children  under  5  have  been  immunised  against  Whooping 
Cough.  This  percentage  is  too  low  to  affect  the  incidence  of  this 
distressing  and  dangerous  disease  to  any  great  extent. 

1  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  MACKENZIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


i 


